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23rd June 2026 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

 

Transition and Class Moves for September 2026 
 
I do hope that this letter finds you well. I wanted to write to you to confirm our class structure for next academic 
year and share our plans for transition in the coming weeks.  This includes any changes to our teaching staff for next 
year. 
 
A Big Welcome 

 Marie Berry: Marie is an experienced headteacher and will be taking the helm at Mendip Green from 
September. She will be bringing with her a wealth of knowledge and experience, with particular expertise in 
supporting schools with high numbers of pupils with SEND and/or vulnerable pupils.  Marie has been spending 
some time at Mendip in recent weeks and has fitted right into the team.  She has started the colossal challenge 
of learning all of the children’s names and the children have been taking great pleasure in testing her memory. 
We are thrilled that she will be joining us in September – Marie will be a fantastic addition to the Mendip Green 
family. 

 
A Fond Farewell 
As is often the case in a large school, we have a number of colleagues joining us but also some that are moving to 
pastures new. We will be saying ‘goodbye and good luck’ to the following staff:  

 James Oakley: The legendary Mr O will be hanging up his Mendip lanyard at the end of the school year. He is 
going to be greatly missed but thankfully he will not be going far.  Mr O will be heading up the trust from 
September as CEO and we are excited to see how our family of schools move forward under his care and 
guidance.  
As you know, we have a few things in the pipeline to mark Mr O’s time at Mendip… wink, wink, nudge, nudge.  
So far, you have all been very good secret squirrels! 

 Kerry Neate: Kerry will be taking a small break from school at the end of the academic year as she starts her 
maternity leave. We wish Kerry all the best at this exciting time and will be waiting patiently to hear the updates 
on Baby Neate.  

 Heni Redding: Heni has worked as an LSA at Mendip Green for over 10 years and has been a valued member of 
the team. Many of those years have been spent in EYFS and Year 1 where she has been the smiley face and 
nurturing presence for our youngest children as they start their primary journey. Heni will be starting at a new 
school in September which is much closer to her new home.  We wish her all the very best with this new chapter 
– her new school are very lucky to have her. 

 Alex Sandford: Alex joined us in September.  As Mendip alumni, Alex was not a stranger to the school 
community, and it has been fantastic to welcome him back in the new role of classroom support.  Alex is loved 
by all of the children who know him as DJ Sandford – he is responsible for the playground disco, banging playlists 
and classic dance moves every lunchtime! Alex is leaving us to start teacher training in September. We wish him 
the very best of luck and very much hope to see him again, as a fully-fledged teacher, in a few years. 

 
Move Up Sessions  
Our Move Up sessions will be on Wednesday 1st July, 1:30pm – 3pm and Thursday 16th July 9am – 11:30 pm.  The. 
There will be no change to the drop off/collection, registration or lunch arrangements on these days and any 
children with 1:1 support will be accompanied by a familiar adult for the session. 
 



 

During the session, children will spend time familiarising themselves with their new classroom, meeting their new 
teacher(s) and completing some activities.  They will also have their morning playtime in their new year group. 

 Current Year 2 and 4: We have shared the new class lists via a separate letter. The children were told 
yesterday who will be in their new class. 

 Current Year 6: Most of the Year 6 children will be at their new secondary schools during the first Move Up 
session.  Any children who have not got a transition session at secondary school, will stay at Mendip. During 
the second Move up session, Year 6 children will be supported by teaching assistants and/or the EYFS team 
and will complete a range of activities. 

 
Class Moves for September 2026 
All teachers have spent time with their class today discussing the moves for next year.  They have shared who their 
new teacher(s) will be and who will be teaching the other classes in the year group. 
Please find below a table showing the children’s current classes and where each class will be moving to in 
September. 
 

 
Meet the Teacher 
Children will be able to take their parents to see their new classroom, after school, on Wednesday 15th and/or 
Thursday 16th July, 3:30pm – 4pm. Their new teacher will be in the classroom as soon as possible after 3:20 pm until 
4:00pm.  
Please be aware that Copley Garden and Mendip Avenue gates will be closed by 4:10pm. 

Current class… Moving to… 

New reception starters 

1 Mr Paul Barton / Mrs Hannah Morgan 

2 Mrs Tara Gibbs / Mrs Steph Stead 

3 Mrs Kate Patrick / Mrs Sara Horwood   

1 Mr Paul Barton 4 Mrs Emily Hoare-Matthews / Mrs Fiona Lightowler 

3 Mrs Kate Patrick / Mrs Sara Horwood  5 Mrs Susanne Hodgson / Mrs Suzanne Parr 

2 Mrs Tara Gibbs / Mrs Steph Stead 6 Miss Katie Crowther   

5 Mrs Susanne Hodgson / Mrs Suzanne Parr 7 Mr Luke Carroll 

4 Mr Michael Youdale 8 Mrs Angela Lock  

6 Miss Katie Crowther 9 Mrs Sophie Lovett / Mrs Natasha Barnes  

Year 2 Mixed Class A 10 Mrs Holly Elkins 

Year 2 Mixed Class C 11 Mr George Howard 

Year 2 Mixed Class B 12 Miss Chloe Taylor/ Mrs Mel Haytree  

12 Miss Chloe Taylor/ Mrs Mel Haytree 13 Miss Eleanor Taylor 

10 Mrs Holly Elkins 14 Miss Kim Davies 

11 Mr George Howard 15 Mr Michael Youdale  

Year 4 Mixed Class A 16 Miss Lily Bendall 

Year 4 Mixed Class C 17 Mr Harry Nicholson 

Year 4 Mixed Class B 18 Mrs Mel Sandford / Mrs Carrie Hayward  

17 Mr Harry Nicholson  19 Mrs Cheyenne Child / Mrs Hayley Poole 

16 Mrs Natasha Barnes 20 Miss Beth Reasons 

18 Mrs Mel Sandford / Mr Richard Shipton 21 Mr Chris Edwards 

SENDCOs 
Mrs Lisa House (EYFS – Year 1) 
Mrs Kerry Neate (Year 2 – Year 3) 
Mrs Ashleigh Melhuish (Year 4 – Year 6) 

SENDCOs 
Mrs Lisa House (EYFS) 
Mrs Natasha Barnes (Year 1 – Year 3) 
Mrs Ashleigh Melhuish (Year 4 – Year 6) 



 

 
 
School Map 
One of the key things that I know parents/carers are also keen to learn is where their child’s class will be in 
September. I am attaching a map to this letter, which includes class numbers. Please feel free to walk to your child’s 
new class at the end of a day to familiarise yourself.  
 
If you have any questions about Move Up or classes for next year, please contact the school office. 
 
With best wishes, 
 

 
 
Victoria Walton 
Deputy Headteacher 



 

 


