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24™ November 2025
Dear Parents/Carers,

OPAL Play this winter

We wanted to update you on our plans for OPAL Play as we move into winter. We have lots of exciting ideas which
will allow the children to continue to have a full play experience even when it is rainy and the field is muddy.

OPAL Play Bingo

We have shared a new OPAL Play class Bingo board. This will help us to winter-proof our play offer. The first 3
classes to complete their Bingo board will get an extra afternoon play and class hot chocolates (with all the
trimmings).

The ice cream containers were a massive hit in the summer. As we are stepping into the festive season, we need
you to save any sweet/chocolate tubs for us — we will take as many tubs as you can get (enjoy eating the contents).
Start collecting now, but please do not bring items into school until Monday 1% December. Until the Christmas Far
is packed away, we have nowhere to store it.

We want to continue using the grass spaces as much as possible BUT to avoid children coming home with a coating
of mud every day we need to look at more suitable clothing and footwear.

Long term, we would like to move towards all children having wellies in school during the winter months as well as
puddle suits or waterproof trousers.

However, for this winter, we are going to try to build up a stock of communal wellies... all sizes and colours suitable
for primary-aged children. We have children in the older years who wear adult size 6 and 7 shoes!
From the start of Term 3 (January), children will not be allowed on the field if it is muddy unless they are wearing
wellies. There will be some parts of the provision that where wellies will always need to be worn: the digging pit and
the mud kitchen.
Please help us by:

e sending in any unwanted wellies from home, friends and family to help build our library of wellies.

e clearly labelling your child’s shoes on the inside to help them find the right pair if they choose to change

into wellies. Both shoes will need to be labelled.

We are on the lookout for wooden pallets. Any pallets used in school need to have been
heat-treated.

To determine if a pallet has been correctly treated, look for stamps or markings on the
wood, particularly the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) stamp. If you see
"HT", it indicates heat treatment, which is generally safe for DIY projects.

If you have any pallets, we can take off your hands. Please get in touch.

Work days
Do you work for a company/business that offer community or charity work days? If you do, please get in touch.
We would love to be able to utilise this kind of support to finish some of the jobs started by the staff team in
October. We need to fill our sand pit, prep the soil on the banks around the sandpit and turf or seed the banks. We
also have a boat that needs to be secured into the ground, which will take a bit of digging, and additional work
needed in the garden area.
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We would be incredibly grateful for any support that you can offer.

Calling anyone handy with a drill, hammer and saw...
We would love to add some music walls and a giant mud kitchen to our OPAL Play provision. We can supply the

pallets and accessories if you can supply the creativity and the skills. If you think you may be able to help, please get
in touch.

Below are some examples of what we have in mind (without anything useful, like measurements):

Music Walls

e

Mud Kitchens

Thank you for continuing to listen to our outlandish requests and doing everything you can to help make our crazy
dreams come true.

With best wishes,

Jowmnes Oakley

James Oakley
Headteacher
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